SOUTH AMERICAN REPUBLICS
Rosas, industriously fanned by a cleverly manipulated
and strictly censored press, assumed considerable pro-
portions among the masses.
He prevailed on the Chamber to entrust him with
plenary powers to act as he thought best in the public
interest, a measure which was confirmed by a plebiscite.
Every five years Rosas pleaded with the Chamber to
let him retire, and every five years the Chamber decreed
him fresh honours. He remained in power until 1852.
The gauchos nicknamed him the Washington of the
South, though he had little in common with his alleged
prototype. But he was at all events a man of lively
intelligence and immense capacity for hard work.
Every department of the public service was under his
control, army, police, finance, press, civil service, diplo-
macy. The strictest discipline was maintained about his
person and the mass executions ordered by him have
long been a standing reproach against him in the eyes
of his opponents. Entirely without scruple, he displayed
an ingenuity not far short of genius in inventing fresh
devices to add gruesomeness and horror to his acts of
terrorism. In Buenos Aires one morning, hawkers were
going about shouting, 'Peaches, fine peaches!' When
people went up to them to look in their baskets, they
were aghast to find the bleeding heads of the rebels who
had been condemned to death the previous day.
Rosas was overthrown by an insurrection in the
provinces, in which Brazil had a finger. After a brief
but desperate struggle, he escaped on board a British
vessel and sought refuge with his daughter in Ireland.
Although he had always boasted that he was a federalist,